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County within this Province, and fhfy are hereby required, not to Pay
the taid 707a3 Green the laid Fifteen Pounds 1o to be Levied tor hig
Ute atoretsid, unlets it fhall be made appear to them, that the Laws of
the preient and future Al mblics, fhall be Printed or Delivered in the man-
ner bofore dire@ed, within the Space of Four Months next after the Con-
clufion of each Aflimbly; any Thing hercin belore contained to the
contrary notwithftanding,

This A& to continue until the Twenty-fifth ﬁay of Decemter, which
fhall be in the Year of our Lord One¢ Thoufind Seven Hundred and
Forty-five, and no longer,

A

An A& to prevent cutting up Tobacco Plants, deftroying of
Tobacco and Tobacco-Houles, and 'or alcertaining the Pu-
nithment of Criminals guilty of the faid Offences.

HER E AS, Tobacco is the Staple of this Province, and that
‘/ g/ thercon depends the Livelyhood of many of the Inhabitants,
as well as the moft confiderable Branch of Trade; and that it
is as requifite that the Pioperty of the Peop'e thoutd be as well
fecured in the Ficlas or open Houles, as in their Dwciling-Houfes 5 it is
theretore praved that it may be Enaéted,
cind be it therefore Enalled by the Right Honourab'e the Lurd Pro-
prietary, by ana with the Advice and Confent of his Lordfbip's Gover-
gor, and the Upnper and Lower Haujé{ of sflembly, and 1be sAulbarty
of tie fame, That any Perfon or Perfons who fthall, atter the End of
this pretent Seflion of Affemblv, cut or deftroy, or caule to be cut
~up or deftroyed, any Tobacco Plants belonging to any other Perfon or
Perfons, or by Threats, Menaces, or other fimfter Means, thall caufe or
-excite any Peifon or Perfons to cut up or deftroy wny Tobacco or Tobac-
co Plants, belonging to any other Perfon or Perfons, and fhal) be theres
of convi@ by due Courfe of Law, fhall forfiit and pay unto the Party

gricved, One Hundred Pounds Sterling, and fuffer Six Mnths Linprifon=

ment, without Bail or Mainprize, and fhall alio remuain in Priton, as in
Ex. cution, until the faid Sum be fatisficd, in cafe the Offender be of fuf-
ficient Ability to pay the fame;, and it the Off ndcr fhall not be of {uffi-
cient Ability, then and in every fuch Cal'cj, the Off-nder {hall remain and
continue in Prilon for the Space of one whole Yecar, without Bail or
Mainprize, . Provided alfo, That the Party gricved, fhall and may have
and maintain his or her Adion of Tretpals, or other proper A&ion at
L.w, for Recovery of Damages againft th¢ Offender; any thing herein
contained to the contrary notwithftanding, -

And be it further Enaffed, That any Perfon or Perfons, who fhall afe
ter the End of this Seflion of Affembly, wiltully burn any Tobacco be-
longing to any other Perfon, whether hanging, or in Buik, or packed, or
any Tobacca-Houfe or Houlcs, having therein any Tobacco hanging, or
in Bulk, or packed, and be thercof convited by dae Courfe of Law,
‘and every Aider and Abettor of fuch Offender, fhall fuffer Death as a
Fclon without Bencfit of Clergy.
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